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NOTE ON BASES IN THE FORM OF AN IONIC 
CAPITAL. 

In the very attractive guide to the Greek Collections in the 
Metropolitan Museum is illustrated a small portrait bronze of a 
philosopher (No. 120) identified as Hermarchus. It stands on 
a base in the form of an Ionic capital about two inches square. 
An exactly similar capital with traces of the attachment of feet 
above is now in the Victoria and Albert Museum, South Kensing- 
ton. The latter belonged to a collection made by the late Mr. 
Henry Wallas, in the main of things found in Egypt. The buds 
on curving stems attached to the angles of the little capital-base 
at New York were evidently also repeated on the London frag- 
ment. Similar buds occur on the handles of Hellenistic bronze 
vessels found in Egypt. The New York portrait statuette must, 
I think, be an Alexandrian work. Either it was one of a set (of 
philosophers) or replicas of the one were made. 

W. R. Lethaby. 

London. England. 
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